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1) Corporate Parenting Group Membership:  

Councillor Paul McLain – Cabinet Member for Children and Young People 
Councillor Lesley Williams – Gloucestershire County Council Representative 
Councillor Chris Coleman – Gloucestershire County Council Representative
Mike Dawson – Chief Executive: Tewkesbury Borough Council 
Jon Cryer – University of Gloucestershire
Clare Hankey – Pastoral Deputy Head Teacher of Beaufort Secondary School
Jane Fentem – Headteacher at Christ Church Primary School, Cheltenham
DS Simon Atkinson – Gloucestershire Police Constabulary  
Helen Crystal – Clinical Commissioning Group
Pauline Edwards – Gloucestershire Care Services NHS Trust 

Corporate Parenting Member Champions: 

Councillor Joe Harris
Councillor Brian Oosthuysen 
Councillor Stan Waddington

2) Data relating to Children in Care and Care Leavers in Gloucestershire 

a) There has been a further rise in the number of children living in care in 
Gloucestershire in May 2015. 

b) As of 31 May 2015, there were 540 children and care leavers living in care in 
Gloucestershire, an increase of 16 children since last reported to council on 20 
May 2015.

c) The age profiles* of the children and care leavers comprise: - 

Aged under 12 months 28 (+ 3) 
Aged 1 to 4 years 79 (+ 1)
Aged 5 to 9 years 116 (- 4)
Aged 10 to 15 years 193 (+12)
Aged 16 + 124 (+ 4)

*The variations in age profile (since last reported) are shown in brackets 

d) 88.8 per cent of our children in care were placed in family based type 
placements, with the highest proportion of children, (around 70 per cent), placed 
within the council’s in house fostering service. 

e) 71 children in care were placed outside the county, (in the majority of cases this 
is seen as a positive choice and in line with the child’s care plan).

f) Around 30 per cent of the ‘out of area cohort’ were placed with foster carers 
approved by Gloucestershire County Council.



g) 59.1 per cent of our children in care have been in care for over a year.

3) Corporate Parenting Group Meeting – 17 June 2015

i. At the Corporate Parenting Group meeting on 17 June 2015, the group 
received a presentation on Missing Children and Sexual Exploitation. A 
further update will be provided later in the year with emphasis to be placed on 
the number of children and young people who repeatedly go missing or run 
away from where they are living. 

ii. Having received an update on the support provided to young people during 
adolescence and exam periods, members were particularly interested to 
receive information on how best to support young people beyond this period, 
or after they have left care. It was agreed that a representative from the 
council’s Adult Health Team be invited to attend the next Corporate Parenting 
Group meeting to respond to questions on the work involved in supporting 
children and young people’s emotional and mental health. 

iii. The group also received an update on adoption, where members noted 
concerns about the implications of the national fall in the number of babies 
requiring care combined with the increased number of older children and 
young people in need of adopters. 

iv. The group requested an update on the increased number of children and 
young people living in foster care in Gloucestershire. Martin Ayers, (former 
Ofsted Inspector), to present a report on the rising number of children 
requiring care at a future meeting.  

v. At the Corporate Parenting Meeting in April, Ambassadors for Vulnerable 
Children and Young People, Jodie Larner and Misha Cormack, gave a full 
and in-depth update on a variety of issues. During the discussion, it was 
proposed that young people from the Children in Care Forums meet with 
members of the Corporate Parenting Group in a joint workshop event. The 
workshop to take the form of an informal interactive session, (coordinated by 
the young people from the Children in Care Forums), based on issues 
identified by young people in the ‘Big Vote’ project. It was hoped the 
workshops will give young people an opportunity to work alongside corporate 
parents in exploring specific issues and identifying possible solutions. 

vi. The proposed dates for the workshop are 9 and 10 September 2015 – all 
members will be encouraged to attend the event. 

vii. Cllr McLain would like to express his thanks to Cllr Lesley Williams for 
chairing the meeting on 17 June 2015 in his absence. 

Councillor Paul McLain

Cabinet Member for Children and Young People and Strategic Commissioning


